Communicable Disease — Outbreaks

Why Is This Important?

A disease outbreak is the
occurrence of cases of
disease in excess of what is
expected in a defined
community, geographical
area or season. In Saskatoon
Health Region, long term
care (LTC) homes report
outbreaks to Population and
Public Health (PPH) and work
with PPH Disease Confrol
Department and Infection
Control to limit the impact of
outbreaks. Schools report
illness absenteeism in excess
of 10%. Community outbreak
investigations are conducted
when illness exceeds what is
normally expected. The goal
of outbreak investigation and
management is to identify
the source of infection and
ensure interventions are put
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What Is Being Done?
2016 Disease Control

Figure 2: Duration and Attack Rates of Long Term Care Outbreaks, Saskatoon

Health Region, 2012/13 to 2016/17
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Outbreak season is from April 1 to March 31st
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